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» Learning from,thejRootiProgram:at Mekdela wereda

‘J.earning from the root program is the Institute for Sustainable Development, (ISD) initiative

~and it literally means reconnecting the young people with the local communities through oral

knowledge is shared and communicated orally by specific examples and through culture.
‘_plle mainly hold this knowledge.

: \ this year;in August, 2022 learning from the root program activities have been conducted
| wereda, South Wollo zone, Amhara region. The participant students and teachers were
) Kokebe Tsibah and Bole high schools from Addis Ababa, Holeta High School from
?'rj High school from Afar, Hottie, Masha high school and Shashe elementary school
':\\Npllo zone, Amhara region. Each host family received 5 participants. The participants
-” st families for four days and learned in four thematic areas, i.e., family and home
eed collection and reservation, social life of the community and the practice of their

agriculture.
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On the first day of arrival at Masha town, Masha High School and Shashe Primary school together
" with ISD organized welcoming and orientation session for the participants. On this session, Masha
}High school director Ato Yimam Kassaye welcomed the guest participants and opened the session.
Ato Yimam explained to the guests about the culture of the community of Mekdella woreda and

" specifically that of 02 Kebele comwnity of the Mekdella woreda.

]
During the arrival, the community of the kebele welcomed the participants and gave, general

information ab munity by their representatives and elders in the community. After the
introduction of t artic 2 o the community, the partmpants were dIStrlb}Jted W|th.stratn° ed
a{ndom distribution h stmg famlllei The host famlllefq,e' ':' essed thelr happmiss andfsald_ e

Thef’_::y of the participaﬂns in ther’community is to learn experientiaJIy byi different ..,‘;g :

female participants did all the activities which the femalesc

T %fetch water, firewood, go to the market, clean the house )

etc.
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The participants spent the night with their family members by listening storytelling, sayings and
cultural playing. The participants write down and take notes on all what they learnt and finally
prepared individual reports showing that they learnt seriously and followed the purpose of the

program.

During the stay of the participants in the community, ISD team visited them to see whether they are
participating as the designed program and given orientation. Some participants are also interviewed

on board with what they are doing daily to know their feelings and status of change.

At the end of the stay program in the community, half-day feedback session program was conducf
with all the participants, their host families, the local authorities (VWoreda and Kebele). During o
this session, highlights of the purpose of “Learning from the Root Program” were explained to
strengthen the understanding of the program by the stakeholders and the participants. The host

families and the participants expressed their feelings while they stayed together

This program was planned to create opportunity to bridge students and teachers from different
cultural and ecological back ground with rural community and particularly with elders fo
experiential learning. In this unique process of experiential learning, participants got opportu_ '
to meet wise elders (both male and female elders) and interacted with environment thr&
observation and working everything the members of their host families doing a routine actl.l “
Participants documented and produced individual and group reports. Additionally, they forwarded

their feedback during feedback session and promised to share what they learnt from the commur

to their peers when they back to their schools. P .
A
The participants experienced life of the rural community. Life of the rural community is disciplined
time bounded and holistic. As they are coming from different parts of Ethiopia, they shared thei _

experiences each other as well, their culture, traditional practices and so on.

The students and teachers have learnt and documented the knowledge and practices of the rural

community.






